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WHAT ARE THE FCC’S PLANS FOR 
LPTV IN THE SPECTRUM AUCTION?

THE LPTV INDUSTRY NEEDS TO KNOW



LPTV 
Spectrum 
Rights
Coalition



Protecting 
Your 
Spectrum 
Usage
Rights



We are…
100+ independent
LPTV broadcasters
>650 stations & CPs
in 33 states, DC & PR

WHO WE ARE



Research
Advocacy
Lobbying

WHAT WE DO



LPTV 
BY THE NUMBERS

RESEARCH

BASED ON MARCH 2014 FCC CDBS DATA



LPTV BY THE NUMBERS

215 Class-A
Digital Stations

MARCH 2014 FCC CDBS DATA



712 Digital 
LPTV Stations

LPTV BY THE NUMBERS
MARCH 2014 FCC CDBS DATA



5035 Digital 
Translators

LPTV BY THE NUMBERS
MARCH 2014 FCC CDBS DATA



3620 
Construction
Permits

LPTV BY THE NUMBERS
MARCH 2014 FCC CDBS DATA



706 
Pending
Applications

LPTV BY THE NUMBERS
MARCH 2014 FCC CDBS DATA



1718 
Total LPTV
Licensees

LPTV BY THE NUMBERS
MARCH 2014 FCC CDBS DATA



183+ 
Networks
Airing on LPTV

LPTV BY THE NUMBERS
RABBITEARS.INFO ESTIMATE



2500+
Digital Channels
Airing on LPTV

LPTV BY THE NUMBERS
COALITION ESTIMATE



14,400 – 28,960
CP Channels
Potential

LPTV BY THE NUMBERS
COALITION ESTIMATE



10,000 LPTV
6-MHz Channels
= 60,000 MHz

LPTV BY THE NUMBERS
COALITION ESTIMATE



The Spectrum
Auction Act

HISTORY LESSON



FEB 2012  



LPTV are secondary
for everything!

The Rosenworcel Doctrine*
*While serving as Senate Commerce Committee Counsel during the  2012 Voluntary Incentive Auction legislation mark-up



The Rosenworcel
Misjudgement*
*While serving as Senate Committee Counsel and in charge 
of providing instruction to the CBO

The CBO should not consider 
LPTV in the scoring of SB.911 
because they are secondary.



for LPTV to retain all of their then 
existing “spectrum usage rights”.

So the Republicans in the House 
acted and inserted language in the 
2012 Spectrum Auction



“Nothing in this subsection 
shall be construed to alter 
the spectrum usage rights 

of low-power 
television stations.”



What if 
the CBO 
had been allowed 
to perform 
a cost estimate 
for SB.911 
with LPTV as 
auction eligible? The answer is easy to figure out, 

and was purposely not allowed to 
be studied by the CBO!  



Congress was denied this fact 
finding so no UMRA Part-1 
point of order was able to be 
raised.

The CBO would have learned that the 
cost to the LPTV industry to pay for 
their own displacement moves would 
be over $1B, which triggers UMRA*.  

*Unfunded Mandates Reform Act



The CBO would have also have 
learned that with LPTV as 
auction eligible the Treasury 
could receive an additional $5B-
$10B more than if LPTV were 
left out of the auction.

With LPTV in the auction the 
opening bids are far lower and 
when sold the arbitrage is much 
larger. Simple math.



The FCC can go back 
to Congress to fix the 
Auction and make 
LPTV auction-eligible!

$5B+ more for the Treasury and 
spectrum freed for unlicensed use, 
a $100B+ annual new industry!



Try to change the LPTV rules and the 
Auction could be delayed.

LPTV can win on this issue in the 
courts. The Act is the law, and the 
FCC “shall not” change the rights of 
LPTV as there were in Feb. 2012.



Basic Options
For LPTV

REALITY CHECK



Basic Options for LPTV

1) Status Quo
2) LPTV Allowed in the Auction
3) A New Auction for LPTV
4) Expansion of the 1999 DDSA
5) Combinations of above



Basic Options for LPTV

1) Status Quo
Auction Happens Without LPTV
LPTV Spectrum Usage Rights Lessen
In Some Markets No Room For LPTV
In Others LPTV Have To Move To VHF
LPTV Forced To Channel Share
$100 Billion Unlicensed Economy Harmed



Basic Options for LPTV

2) LPTV Allowed In The Auction
$5-$7 Billion More For Treasury
Spectrum Freed Up For Unlicensed Use
$100 Billion Unlicensed Economy Helped



Basic Options for LPTV

3) New Auction For LPTV
$25 Billion+ More For Treasury
Spectrum Freed Up For Unlicensed Use
$100 Billion Unlicensed Economy Helped
Will Have To Wait Until 2018+
Severe Current LPTV Business Impacts



Basic Options for LPTV

4) Expansion of the 1999 DDSA
Huge LPTV License Valuation Increase
Rapid New LPTV Innovation Cycle
Huge Boost To Supporting Industry
Support To The National Broadband Plan
Significant Ancillary Fees 



Basic Options for LPTV

5) Combinations
Status Quo & Flex-Use
Status Quo & Eventual LPTV Auction
Others…



Status Quo

Operate Under The Current Rules 
And Spectrum Usage Rights LPTV 
Has And Were Affirmed In The 
Governing LPTV Laws



The Auction NPRM

Coalition Has More Than 20 Filings 
Which Cover Most All Aspects Of 
LPTV Impacts…including





Latest Filing

Are you prepared to have to wait 
until month-40 post auction to file a 
displacement application?



There are many variations of a new National Band Plan



So why is the FCC trying to eliminate it, and to drastically 
reduce opportunities for women, minority ownership, 
and the diverse programming using it

LPTV is the most diverse of all 
of the broadcasting services!





...but what has happened in the 
last 5 years?  The FCC does not know.



The FCC 
has not 
done any 
LPTV 
research…

So we are 
having to do it 
ourselves!



Not one dollar of LPTV fees has been spent for years on LPTV 
research and issues.  We pay our licensing fees so we want 
equal access to resources and services. 

Some Commissioners, Bureau’s, and the Chairman himself will 
not meet with LPTV licensees.  There is a pattern emerging….

Does the FCC have “animus” 
towards the LPTV service



Your Right 
Of Displacement

KEY LPTV RIGHTS



Your Right 
Of Extensions

KEY LPTV RIGHTS



Your Right 
Of Modifications

KEY LPTV RIGHTS



Your Right 
Of Interference
Protection

KEY LPTV RIGHTS



Your Right 
Of Service
Waivers

KEY LPTV RIGHTS



Your Right 
Of Innovation

KEY LPTV RIGHTS



Key 
LPTV Needs

THE BASICS



Strict Adherence
In The Report & Order
To The Spectrum 
Auction Act

KEY LPTV NEEDS



Solution For The
Construction 
Permit Crunch 

KEY LPTV NEEDS



Eliminate Forced
Double Building
Of Facilities

KEY LPTV NEEDS



Immediate 
Post-Auction
Displacement
Applications

KEY LPTV NEEDS



May Stay
On-Channel Until
Wireless Bidders
Build-Out

KEY LPTV NEEDS



No Displacement
While Cross-Border
Issues Remain

KEY LPTV NEEDS



No Forced
Channel Sharing
Arrangements

KEY LPTV NEEDS



LPTV Impact
Statement In The
Report & Order

KEY LPTV NEEDS



Explanation Of
The FCC LPTV
Auction Authority
Stated Within 
The NPRM

KEY LPTV NEEDS



Congressional
Ask For A CBO
Study of LPTV
As Auction-Eligible

KEY LPTV NEEDS



FCC To Ask
Congress 
For A New
Class-A Window

KEY LPTV NEEDS



Expansion To
All LPTV Licensees
Of The 1999 Digital 
Data Services Act

KEY LPTV NEEDS



SOLUTIONS MATRIX

CONGRESS COURTS

FCC
COMMISSIONERS

FCC
STAFF



REP. WALDENREP. ESHOO

SEN. THUNESEN. MARKEY

CONGRESS



THE HARD QUESTIONS

Our Guest
William T. Lake
Chief, FCC Media Bureau



THE HARD QUESTIONS

Is There Really
A Spectrum
Crunch?



THE HARD QUESTIONS

Why Was LPTV
Excluded From 
The Auction?



THE HARD QUESTIONS

Has The Definition
Of Secondary
Changed?



THE HARD QUESTIONS

Why Is The 
Process Taking 
So Long?



THE HARD QUESTIONS

Will The FCC
Interpret The Act 
Or Strictly Adhere
To It?



THE HARD QUESTIONS

Does The Legislation
Specify The Clearing
Of 120-MHz?



THE HARD QUESTIONS

Will Channels 50-38
Be Cleared 
No Matter What?



THE HARD QUESTIONS

What Will Make
Channels 36-32
Have To Be Cleared?



THE HARD QUESTIONS

Will The FCC
Go Back To Congress
To Fix The Act?



THE HARD QUESTIONS

Why Are LPTV
Not Being Paid
For Relocating?



THE HARD QUESTIONS

Will Cross-Border
Issues Slow Down
Displacements?



THE HARD QUESTIONS

Will Any Group
Get A Priority
In The Repacking?



THE HARD QUESTIONS

What Is A Fair
Mutual Displacement
Process For LPTV?



THE HARD QUESTIONS

Will The Size Of The
Guard Bands Adhere
To The Act?



THE HARD QUESTIONS

Will The FCC Use
Station Coverage
Areas vs DMA For
Translator Priorities?



THE HARD QUESTIONS

What Will Happen To
The 180+ Networks
Which Air On LPTV?



THE HARD QUESTIONS

Would The FCC
Support The Expansion
Of The 1999 DDSA?



THE HARD QUESTIONS

When Will 3rd CPs
Be Acted On
By The Commission?



THE HARD QUESTIONS

Can You Envision
A Separate Auction
For LPTV Someday?



THE HARD QUESTIONS

Are LPTV
Broadcasters?



THE HARD QUESTIONS

Why Has LPTV 
Not Been Given
A LEARN Session
Yet?



AUDIENCE Q&A

Peter Tannenwald
Communications Attorney
Fletcher, Heald, Hedreth



a big thank-you
for your support
to…



Door Prize
Sponsored By



Caples Productions
Signal Above

Syncom Media
Fab Telemedia

Fletcher, Heald, Hedreth
Mako Communications

Bruce Meyers Enterprises
Cavell-Mertz

Northwest Television





Post-Event Notes

By the next day the Coalition 
added an additional 203 stations
and construction permits to its
roster, as well as 7 national 
programming networks.



5 Key Recommendations About 
LPTV Were Made By FCC Media 
Bureau Chief Lake During The 
Session….(our “wins”)

Post-Event Notes



A new separate NPRM will 
be issued for LPTV 
following the current one 
which will soon end.
We have been pushing for this so our filings are not 
swamped by the other industry groups and so we can get 
new issues into the Proceedings which we need 
addressed.

Win #1



The Sept. 2015 final analog to 
digital conversion date may be 
pushed back to harmonize with 
the auction process.
The Coalition has made this argument in numerous filings and 
meetings.  It is one of the most important issues we face with more 
than 3000 outstanding A-D conversions and 2009 rural filing window 
CPs.

Win #2



The filing of displacement 
applications will take place 6 
months post-auction instead of 
waiting 40 months.
This was a new battle we engaged in just a month a ago and we 
got a dramatic change in the FCC’s position on it quickly.  Current 
LPTV usage rights say we can file immediately so we are still 
fighting this one.

Win #3



The FCC will use the auction 
software TV Study and its 
feasibility checker to help 
assign new channels for LPTV 
post-auction.
The Coalition has been fighting for this since the savings to the LPTV 
industry by the FCC providing it for free would save LPTV a lot of 
money.

Win #4



There will not be any repacking 
priorities for LPTV stations such 
as women, ethnic, small biz, 
local, or faith.
The Coalition agrees with this but did suggest that civic and local 
news be given some sort of priority in the repack.  But due to 1st

Amendment issues, we totally agree with this approach.  It also 
means a major network affiliate carried on LTPV does not jump the 
line vs. an indie station.

Win #5



The full power stations will only 
be able to carry with them the 
translators that are within its 51-
dB contours.
NAB wants all translators, even ones 100 miles away or more from 
the transmitting station, to have a repack priority.  The Coalition 
has been arguing against this.  The Act specifically says the 
station contour is to be used. While this does not help our 
translator members, it keeps the strict adherence to the Act 
principle in place.

Win #6



LPTV channel-sharing will be 
voluntary and not forced on 
LPTV licensees.
The Coalition has been pushing for this a lot, but it will mean that 
LPTV licensees will have to work together to get this done.  
Otherwise there will be an auction for the remaining channel 
slots.  The concept of an LPTV neighborhood was also brought 
up and could be a valuable tool in highly constrained markets.

Win #7
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